The free or pedicled saphenous flap.
The saphenous flap described by Acland is a septocutaneous artery flap based on the saphenous vessels and great saphenous vein. The use of this flap in 2 patients who required soft tissue coverage is reported herein. The saphenous flap has the advantages of thin and pliable skin, a long and large pedicle, and the technical possibility of combination with the sartorius muscle, sensory nerve, and the femur or tibia. Donor defects are usually closed directly and cause no functional limitations. This flap is useful for the coverage of thin defects that require mobility, especially in the extremities or the intraoral region. It also could be used for the reconstruction of various types of organ losses (e.g., as a motor providing musculocutaneous flap, an osteocutaneous flap involving the femur or the tibia, and/or a vascularized nerve graft).